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A meeting of the Archdiocesan Council took place at the Cranberry Township Archdiocesan Center on 
February 10, 2011. His Grace, Bishop Melchisedek called the meeting to order with prayer at 7:05 PM. 
 
In addition to His Grace the following members of the Archdiocesan Council were present for the 
meeting: Archpriests/Priests Igumen Patrick (Carpenter), W. Evansky (Secretary), D. Hendershot 
(Treasurer), G. Johnson, M. Meholick, M. Senyo, J. Wargo; Mrs. Rebecca Danchenko; Messrs. G. 
Avdakov, S. Daniels, E. Markoff, G. Sidorick, N. Sidorick.  
 
1. The meeting minutes from September 16, 2010, were distributed and reviewed; a motion to 
 accept the minutes was made (E. Markoff/ G. Sidorick). (Motion passed unanimously) 
 
2. His Grace reviewed the status of the Texas property lease recently approved by the council via e-
 mail vote. The three-year lease for the 23-acre property by Petrohawk, Inc. in Nacogdoches 
 County will be signed as soon as received. 
 
3. His Grace informed the council that the large certificate of deposit (CD) in NexTier Bank came to 
 maturity recently. The money was temporarily placed in a money market account pending a 
 review by council for permanent investment of these funds. An ad-hoc committee (Fr. M. Senyo - 
 G. Avdakov - S. Daniels - N. Sidorick) will work with His Grace, the Chancellor, and the Treasurer 
 on this issue and report back to the council as soon as possible. 
 
4. His Grace reviewed the 2011 Lenten schedule for the Archdiocese noting: 
 
 A. He hopes to spend much time in the Johnstown-Altoona Deanery;  
 B. The Pittsburgh area Pan-Orthodox Sunday of Orthodoxy service will take place at our St. John   
     the Baptist Parish (Canonsburg) on March 13 (4 PM); His Grace will be the main celebrant at    
     the Canonsburg service and deliver the homily;  
 C.  His Grace will also lead a Pan-Orthodox clergy retreat at the Canonsburg parish on March 14    
     (10 AM - 1 PM); 
 D. The Archdiocesan Lenten retreat will be held at the St. Andrew Parish (Lyndora) on either 
      April 2 or April 9. 
 
 5. The response to the recent appeal letter sent to all parishes of the Archdiocese on behalf of the 
 ailing priest Fr. Michael Meholick was reviewed. It was reported that assistance will be 
 forthcoming from the Archdiocese, local parishes, and the OCA Charity Board. Proper 
 distribution of these funds was then discussed. It was requested that the Meholick family be 
 informed of which parishes donated. 
 
6. Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) gave a report on the “Light of Orthodoxy” diocesan newsletter. He 
 noted the costs involved, the three-week parameter of production deadline, etc. and that Direct 
 Mail Services was the firm being used. 
 
7. Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) was then called upon to review the status of the Pan-Orthodox food 
 pantry located at his Southside Pittsburgh parish. A written report for this St. Cyril of White Lake 
 Food Pantry was distributed; questions were answered. 
 
8. The food pantry discussion then led into a discussion of the FOCUS of North America group and 
 that group’s interest in using the St. Michael parish property in Pittsburgh (Lower Hill District). 
 FOCUS would like to use the church itself but demolish the rectory. An extensive discussion then 
 took place based on the parameters His Grace favors concerning this possibility. His Grace also  
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 mentioned to FOCUS his desire to have the local OCF organizations from the nearby 
 Pittsburgh universities also involved with the usage of this center.  
 A motion was made (E. Markoff/ Fr. G. Johnson) to affirm the council’s support for conveyance of 
 the St. Michael property in Pittsburgh as outlined at this meeting to the FOCUS North America 
 group with the following specific terms being included among other required details: 
 1. That the conveyance be in the form a 99-year lease, @ $1.00 per year; 
 2. That a reversion clause be included such that if ever FOCUS is unwilling or unable to  
  utilize the property in the manners outlined by the Archdiocese, the property reverts to  
  the Archdiocese; 
 3. That the approximately $40,000 now included in Archdiocesan funds previously received 
  from the St. Michael Parish be removed from the Archdiocesan treasury and set aside  
  into an escrow account to cover any costs to the Archdiocese in implementation of this 
  process; 
 4. That there be, within the lease agreement, the desired contingency clauses regarding the 
  requirements outlined by the diocesan hierarch, including, but not limited to: the   
  demolition of the rectory building, the needed repairs to the church building, the clergy 
  assignment and intentions as specified by the diocesan hierarch, etc. - these contingency 
  clauses to then be connected to the reversion clause. 
  
9. His Grace mentioned that he was approached about participation in a Pan-Orthodox day at 
 Kennywood Park this year. Fr. Evansky reviewed his telephone conversation with event organizer 
 Michael Orfanopoulos from the East Pittsburgh Greek parish about the proposed September 18 
 event. His Grace asked Fr. Evansky to continue as diocesan contact for this proposed day. 
 
10. An in-depth discussion then took place concerning the structuring of the assets of the 
 Archdiocese. Topics included the status of such things as formal incorporation, by-laws, 
 indemnification of the hierarch and other diocesan officials, protection of the parishes, etc. An ad-
 hoc committee (Igumen Patrick (Carpenter) - Fr. M. Senyo - E. Markoff) was appointed to work with 
 His Grace, the Chancellor, and other diocesan officials on this matter and report back to the 
 council as soon as possible. 
 
11. The topic of Medicare participation by His Grace was deferred until the next meeting. (Dr. John 
 Schultz, unable to attend this meeting, indicates he has information for the discussion.) 
 
12. His Grace then reviewed his trips, plans for required future trips, and various issues on the 
 national level that may impact our local diocese. A dialogue between the bishop and the council 
 resulted. 
 
13. Four future meeting dates of the council during 2011 (as well as a 6:30 PM start time) were then 
 established by consensus: April 12 / June 14 / August 9 / September 20. 
 
14. A motion to adjourn (Fr. M. Senyo/ Igumen Patrick (Carpenter)) was made at 9:50 PM. The meeting 
 closed with prayer led by His Grace. 
 
Respectfully submitted in Christ, 
 
_____//signed//_______________ 
 
Very Rev. William J. Evansky 
Archdiocesan Secretary 
 
Approved: 
 
_____//signed//_________________                                                 _____//signed//_________________ 
 
The Rt. Rev. Melchisedek                   Very Rev. Paul R. Ziatyk 
Bishop of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania      Archdiocesan Chancellor 


